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A message from the 
NLPOA National President 

 

 
 
As we progress in the year of the pandemic, we 
are met with more and more challenges. We as 
law enforcement and corrections officers are 
under attack like never before. Thank you for 
what you do each and every week and thank you 
for your dedication to the NLPOA. 
 
Like never before we have to stay safe and 
healthy. We need to consider our health and 
safety and the safety and health of our families 
and our extended families. If we are not safe and 
healthy we cannot help others to do the same. 
 
Our message of reaching out to the communities 
and working with the communities is more 
important now than ever before. Please keep 
doing what you are doing and stay safe.  

 
 

Respectfully yours, 
 
Cindy M. Rodriguez 
NLPOA National President 
nlpoaone@gmail.com  
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Yesenia	Soto	

National	Secretary	
Minnesota	

	
	

	
Ken	Chavez	

Parliamentarian	
Colorado	

	

	
	

John E. McLaughlin, Ph.D. 
El PUENTE Editor 

Miami, Florida 
	

	
	

Andrew	Gomez	
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Vicente	Calderon	
Founder	
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NLPOA	"HONORING	FAMILY,	EDUCATION,	&	COMMUNITY	
THROUGH	SERVICE	AND	MENTORSHIP"	 

 

2021	 
47th	Annual	Institute	&	
Conference	 
September	8-11,	2021	Houston	
Marriott	Marquis	 

Join	us	in	welcoming	hundreds	of	Peace	Officers	
representing	chapters	from	around	the	country	as	they	
convene	in	the	4th	largest	city	in	the	country,	Houston,	TX	 

CONTACT	US	ABOUT	OUR	SPONSORSHIP	
LEVELS	
$1000	$2500	$5000	$10,000	 

www.nlpoagreaterhouston.com	 
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Please start and make your reservations 
for the 47th Annual NLPOA Training 
Conference that will be held in Houston, 
Texas September 8-11, 2021. The 
Houston NLPOA Chapter is depending 
on you to attend and make this event a 
success. Houston Chapter has been 
working extra hard to work through the 
pandemic and provide an excellent 
training conference. This will be an 
election year and everybody is 
encouraged to attend and vote for the 
candidates of your choice to lead the 
association for the next two years. 
 

 
 
The Inland Empire Chapter was 
saddened to hear of the passing of one of 
its past members and former Ontario City 
Council member Rudolfo Favila. Rudy  
was the first Latino elected to the council 
who later became an outspoken critic of 
the City's governance. 
 
Rudy retired from the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation Division of Juvenile  
Justice after a long career in 
management. Rudy's service to his 
community and The State of California  
is a shining example of all that our 
service holds dear  

and is something of which Rudy's family should 
be very proud. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his family and all who knew him.                                 
Rest in Peace Rudy.  
   

 

NLPOA State of Florida President Roddy 
Monsavais works an off-duty security job at the 
NASCAR Ford 400 Homestead Miami 
Speedway in South Florida. 

Law Enforcement Steps up to help a Houston 
family whose eviction was filmed so the 
family can receive thousands of dollars in 
donations. 

The law enforcement officers who evicted a 
young Houston father and his family days later 
set up a GoFundMe that has raised more than 
$180,000 to help him and other families facing 
eviction. 

Israel Rodriguez, 24, his wife and two children, 
ages 4 and 20 months, were evicted from their 
Houston apartment last week. Rodriguez was 
behind thousands of dollars in rent after losing 
his job due to the pandemic, he said as his 
belongings were tossed next to his door. 

Just days later, a GoFundMe account raised 
tens of thousands of dollars for Rodriguez and 
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his family -- enough for him to land 
back on his feet, he said. He thanked 
his supporters in a news conference 
with the Harris County Constable's 
Office, which served Rodriguez's 
eviction notice. 

"It's unbelievable how people got such 
a great heart," Rodriguez said, holding 
back tears. "People didn't have to help 
me. But people did it because of their 
heart." 

At least two GoFundMe accounts have 
been set up to support Rodriguez and 
his family. An account organized by 
former Houston teacher Patrick 
Tarnowski has raised more than 
$52,000 to help the Rodriguez family. 
The second account, set up by the 
Harris County Constable Precinct 
One Foundation to help Houston-area 
families who've been evicted during the 
pandemic, has received more than 
$181,000 in donations. 

The funds will help Rodriguez support 
his children, who'd been staying in a 
hotel after the eviction. He and his wife 
can now buy themselves clothes -- he 
said the two rarely get to change 
outfits. 

 
Marin County NLPOA 

 
End of Watch for Sergeant Bobby Polanco 
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NLPOA Fresno County supports youth 
soccer  
 
Southeast Fresno Community Economic 
Development Association (SEFCEDA) 
presented to the Fresno City Council at a 
virtual meeting requesting funding for the 
Southeast Fresno Regional Park & 
Soccer Complex Project. The funds 
requested was $90,000 to complete the 
first phase of the land and began the 
project for the benefit of the children and 
community. NLPOA Fresno County 
Chapter has been involved since the 
onset of the plan for over 1 year, 
providing law enforcement views from 
security to traffic circulation. 

The Committee was successful in having 
the funds approved. Congratulations to 
all of those organizations and individuals 
who assisted in the approval of the funds. 

 
Vincente Calderon NLPOA founder had the 
extreme pleasure of reading to his sister 
Martha’s pre school class, at Cutler Orosi 
Elementary School. He said it was great to be 
with all the kids as he read from a book, “La 
Nieve”. He believes this is the start in which law 
enforcement has to put their outreach efforts. 
 

About Us The NLPOA 

The National Latino Peace Officers Association 
was founded in the early 1970’s by John Parraz, 
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department, and 
Vicente Calderon, California Highway Patrol, San 
Jose Office. Since then the organization has 
become one of the largest Latino Officer 
Association in America, with NLPOA Chapters 
across the Nation. 

The goal of the National Latino Peace Officers 
Association is to promote equality and 
professionalism in law enforcement. The 
objectives of the organization are to create a 
fraternal/professional Association that provides 
its members and members of the community with 
career training; conferences and workshops to 
promote education and career advancement; 
mentoring; and a strong commitment to 
community service. 

Citizenship programs, mentor programs, reading 
programs in our elementary schools, training 
programs for individuals looking for a career in 
law enforcement and promotional workshops for 
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our police and sheriff’s departments are 
just a few of the contributions from our 
association. 

NLPOA Mission 

The mission of the association is to 
eliminate prejudice and discrimination in 
the Criminal Justice System (particularly 
in law enforcement). To create a 
fraternal/professional association that 
provides support, advocacy, personal 
and professional development to its 
members. To prevent and reduce juvenile 
delinquency; and lessen neighborhood 
tension in the Latino communities, 
through awareness and role modeling, 
provide bi-lingual assistance to the 
public, and bridge the gap between the 
Latino community and the police. 

NLPOA Preamble 
 
The National Latino Peace Officers 
Association (NLPOA) can make positive 
contributions to the law enforcement 
process in our Nation, fraternally 
establish ourselves as an association to 
assist, support, and motivate change, for 
the betterment of all our citizens. We are 
aware that the people served by the 
criminal justice system are varied 
ethnically and culturally, therefore, the 
system must be responsive to all the 
people of the community. The NLPOA, 
working cooperatively with law 
enforcement and the community, will 
seek to recruit Latinos for employment, 
into the criminal justice system. The 
NLPOA endeavors to serve the 
community and strive to improve the 
quality of life for all citizens (NLPOA 
Founded 1972). 
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John E. McLaughlin, Ph.D. 
El PUENTE Editor 

Email: kmc@bellsouth.net  
Miami, Florida 

 
National Latino Peace Officers 
Association® invites you to become a part 
of El Puente! El Puente is the official 
publication of the National Latino Peace 
Officers Association (NLPOA) and is 
published three times a year. The El 
Puente is distributed to more than 20,000 
individuals and over 2,500 institutions and 
has been published continuously since 
1976.  
 
About the NLPOA: The National Latino 
Peace Officers Association is the largest 
Latino Law Enforcement Organization in 
the United States. With membership 
exceeding 20,000, NLPOA covers officers 
in almost every state and at all career 
levels.  
 
The National Latino Peace Officers 
Association does not discriminate in its 
membership. As such, a percentage of our 
members are non-Latinos and have joined 
with us in supporting our goals and 
objectives.  
 
NLPOA’s goal is to promote equality and 
professionalism in law enforcement. We 
accomplish by providing our members, 

and members of the community, with career 
training, conferences and workshops and by 
promoting education, career advancement, 
mentoring, and a strong commitment to 
community service in all of our activities.  
Why El Puente Newsletter: El Puente readers are 
members of the largest minority group in the 
country. By 2020 it is estimated that one out of 
every five U.S. residents will be Hispanic! El 
Puente is a fantastic source to cost-effectively 
target Latino law enforcement professionals and 
Latino members in the U.S. military and university 
systems.  
 
We look forward to creating an El Puente 
advertising program for you. 
Contact  kmc@bellsouth.net  
to coordinate your advertising and to obtain 
current specials and advertising opportunities. 
 

 
The National Latino Peace Officers 

Association® 
Headquarters –EIN #94-3465929 

 
 

NLPOA EL PUENTE NEWSLETTER 
Editor: John E. McLaughlin, Ph.D. 

 
Please send your chapter articles, photos 

and current events. 
Email: kmc@bellsouth.net  

 
 
 

 
Membership Dues Are due on March 15 

Attn: Anita Saucedo 
nlpoatres@gmail.com 

10040 W. Cheyenne Ave 170-179 
Las Vegas, NV 89129 

 
 

 


