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48
th
 Annual Training Conference & 50

th
 

Anniversary Celebration achieves 

historical success and global recognition  

San Diego, CA  
 

NLPOA members celebrated the highly anticipated 50
th

 

Anniversary of this great organization. The Legacy 

convention center was elegant and very accommodating, 

along with a very impressive facility and professional 

staff. 

This historical event was ignited at a President’s 

reception held at the prestigious Imperial Steakhouse on 

Tuesday, September 13
th

. This reception allowed local 

members of the San Diego Metro and San Diego 

County to recognize and present awards to some very 

deserving individuals whose personal stories highlighted 

the heart of the volunteer and inspired all of us to 

continue the important work of the NLPOA. 

The level of training provided this year was top tier and 

trainees were able to    Everyone I talked to remarked 

that the instructors and topics were spot on and very 

relevant to the current state of the law enforcement 

working environment.  Of note was the Equity & Update 
on Women in Policing panel that was held on 

Wednesday.  The four panelists, moderated by NLPOA 

Western VP, Nina Medina, spoke frankly about the 

challenges and opportunities that our women members 

face in law enforcement today.  I am confident all their 

comments inspired our next generation of NLPOA 

women members present.  Another great presentation 

was the Forum on Community Safety, Justice, & 
Policing, made up of three distinguished Chiefs and a 

remarkable Captain from San Diego PD. 

On Wednesday, September 14
th

 we had Kathleen 

Allison, Secretary of the California Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation.  At the Wednesday 

evening reception, we had Summer Stephan, San Diego 

County District Attorney.  On Thursday, September 15
th

, 

we listened to comments Ronald Davis, Director of the 

United States Marshals Service.  However, the speaker I 

am most proud to have grace our presence was 

Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of the U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security, and incidentally, the highest-

ranking Hispanic appointee in the U.S. Government.  

His appearance, as well as support of the NLPOA 

mission, bolstered our standing as a national law 

enforcement organization and was covered by two San 

Diego television channels. 

Of great surprise to all on Friday, was the presentation of 

the Hispanic American Police Command Officers 

Association (HAPCOA) National Aguila Statute Award 

to the NLPOA in recognition of its fiftieth year of service 

by HAPCOA Executive Director, Anthony Chapa and 

Past National President, Chief Paul Chapa.  The Aguila 

Statute Award is the highest national award presented 

annually by HAPCOA. 

 

 

 

 

(L-R) NLPOA President Kenneth Chavez and Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro 

Mayorkas while DHS/CBP Combined Honor Guard presents the colors.  

 

 

The national membership meeting held on Saturday, September 17
th

 was productive 

and informative.  After the President’s and National Treasurer’s were given, every 

chapter was able to give their annual presentation to highlight their accomplishments 

this past year. The most productive item was the presentation of the proposed 

national By-Laws update by South-Central VP, Pedro Lopez and Texas State 

President, Mike Ramirez.  They, along with Past National President, and Interim 

Parliamentarian, Cindy Rodriguez worked extensively on this update, which merged 

our SOPs and By-Laws into one, updated document.  With minor changes proposed 

from the floor, the new By-Laws were approved by a vote from the floor by the 

membership. 

Our conference ended with a reception and 50
th

 Anniversary Awards Gala.  Master of 

Ceremonies for the gala was Gil Carrillo, retired LA County Sheriff’s Homicide 

Lieutenant, who incidentally was the co-lead investigator in the famed Night Stalker 

serial killer case.  Numerous annual awards were presented, to include 2020 NLPOA 

Officer of the Year (Posthumously) Sgt. Gilbert Polanco; 2022 NLPOA Officer of 

the Year, Officer Yesenia Soto; 2022 NLPOA Latina of the Year, Commander 

Pamela Barragan; and 2022 NLPOA Community Service Award to Dr. Olga 

Arellano-Simms.  Twenty-two NLPOA members also received their NLPOA 

National Lifetime Awards.  Lastly, five NLPOA members were presented with the 

2022 NLPOA President’s Award, of which the last was the most poignant.  It went to 

Martha Alvarez, mother of former California State President and long-time NLPOA 

member, Alan Alvarez, who passed away this past Spring. 

Next year, we will all meet again in Orlando, Florida, September 13th thru 16th 

2023.  Our conference will be hosted by the NLPOA Central Florida Chapter.  Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to all our Florida and East Coast NLPOA members that 

suffered the effects of Hurricane Ian.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(L-R) Director Ronald Davis, US Marshals Service 

congratulates NLPOA Co-Founder Vicente 

Calderon at the Friday Luncheon. 

 

Samuel Infante Award                                                     
National Latino Peace Officers Association Dallas Chapter (NLPOA-TXDS) 

recognizes newly recruited member Deputy Marco Garcia or receiving the 

prestigious Samuel Infante award for overall high performance in his academy 

training class 

After all these years, Roddy Monsivais received 

recognition through a permanent etched brick at a 

military memorial located at the Homestead 

Speedway near Homestead Air Force Base. 




