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By Reyes Trujillo 

 
On Wednesday March 22, 2023, in our beautiful city of Denver, Officers of the Denver Police Department started their day like 

any other normal workday of routine alarm calls, suspicious incident calls and so on.  

At approximately 1000, the one call that brings dread to the most seasoned officer comes over the radio: “ALL CARS, STAND 

BY FOR A SIMALCAST ON THIS CHANNEL– SHOOTING 1500 ESPLANADE AT EAST HIGH SCHOOL, WITH 

POSSIBLE TWO VICTIMS IN A CLASSROOM. SHOOTER STILL ON SCENE'' Denver 911 began taking calls confirming 

that this was an actual active shooting and not a "Swatting" call. 

Officer Ramona Barazza (CO NLPOA board member) was the first LEO on scene. She immediately started to gather intel and 

relayed that the shooter, identified as student Austin Lyle, a 17-year-old male, had fled by foot from the west side of the school.  

Some may be saying there was a miracle, that in the next room over there were already two Denver Health paramedics on an 

unrelated medical emergency. After hearing the shots fired, the two paramedics reacted immediately and were able to render 

lifesaving aid to both shooting victims. The school immediately went on lockdown, with students texting loved ones that they were 

in an active shooter situation in the school, additional officers continued arriving, while intel was developing quickly and being 

shared to incoming first responders.  

Officer Lisa Garcia (CO NLPOA Vice-president), Officer Chris Hill (CO NLPOA member) and I took a position at the north end 

of the school and held it as the official parent reunification area. DPS board Vice President Tay Anderson has stated previously, 

"having police in the schools is a pipeline from school to prison." In the aftermath of this tragic event, Tay Anderson nor any other 

school board member found it important enough to go to the school and show any support. However, Mayor Michael Hancock, 

Director of Public Safety Armando Saldate, Chief of Police Ron Thomas, Division Chief of Patrol Aaron Sanchez (CO NLPOA 

member) all responded and stood in front of the media and angry parents and backed the Denver Police Officers for their actions.  

In a statement issued after the shooting, Mayor Hancock said removing SROs from DPS "was a mistake and we must move swiftly 

to correct it." The shooter drove his vehicle to Baily, CO a mountain town about 35 miles west of Denver, where the vehicle was 

located off the highway and his body located about 100 yards from his vehicle. The suspected shooter had died from a self-inflicted 

gunshot wound. It was later learned that the suspect had been placed on probation after officers in Aurora, Colorado had found a 

“ghost rifle” with a large-capacity magazine at his house in 2021. The suspect also had been “removed” from another high school in 

Aurora over discipline issues during the 2021-22 school year. Denver Public Schools felt he could attend Denver East if he agreed 

to a safety plan that required him to be searched every day to make sure he wasn’t in possession of any weapons. 

On behalf of this grateful CO NLPOA Board, we offer a debt of gratitude to all the Officers who responded to this tragedy and to 

all Officers who respond every day when tragedy happens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

By Mike Ramirez 
 

We would like to recognize NLPOA Dallas County Chapter members Lt. Steve Angrum and SSgt. Khalid Hamed on their 

promotions. GREAT JOB 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          
 

By Mike Ramirez 
 
 

NLPOA Deputy Jorge Chavarria was awarded 

the Departments Life Saving award by Dallas 

County Sheriff M. Brown. Deputy Chavarria was 

on a disturbance call and while detaining a male 

subject, the subject fell unconscious and believed 

to have overdosed on drugs. Deputy Chavarria 

applied Narcan nasal spray and within 15 

minutes the subject was alert and transported to 

the hospital. Had Deputy Chavarria not taken 

the quick actions that he did, the outcome could 

have been fatal. GREAT JOB Deputy 

Chavarria. 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Mike Ramirez 
 

We would like to congratulate Deputy Kevin Marrero for receiving the 

Samuel Infante Award. This award is given to the Best all Around 

during the Dallas County Sheriff's Academy. GREAT JOB Deputy 

Marrero.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Steven J. Fajardo 

During my many years with the NLPOA, I have noticed that many members are unaware of the importance of Parliamentary 

Procedure or the role of the Parliamentarian. Parliamentary Procedure is a method used to conduct business at meetings; it's used to 

see that meetings are conducted in the most efficient and democratic manner possible. Maintaining proper Parliamentary Procedure 

prevents meetings from veering off track. 

The people involved in sharing these procedures are called Parliamentarians. The Parliamentarian is well-versed in whichever order 

system is used by their organization, of which there are several. The NLPOA uses Robert’s Rules of Order, created by Henry Martyn 

Robert and first published in 1876. Robert’s Rules of Order, commonly referred to as RON, is revised every 10 years – we are 

currently in its 12th Edition. 

The Parliamentarian is an Advisor to the President and sometimes mistaken as a Sergeant of Arms since they are believed to maintain 

order. On the contrary – the Parliamentarian gives advice to the Chair and ideally should sit next to him or her at meetings, so as to 

quietly inform the Chair of any information they may need. The Parliamentarian is not usually a voting board member, but we allow 

for it in our Bylaws. Most organizations hire a professional parliamentarian separate from their board, to prevent any conflict. 

Now that we know a little more about this position and the rules we choose to abide by, I’d like to give you a taste of RON by going 

over one of the basic principles – the quorum: 

Our meetings are assembled to conduct association business by the elected officials and members of the association, whether it be 

national, state or county chapters. The rules of conduct are the same for all. Official business is conducted by establishing a quorum – 

the majority of the board will be usually sufficient (50% +1). The quorum is necessary to assure that decisions that affect the 

membership are the decisions of more than just one or two members. Once a quorum has been established, then the business at 

hand can begin. 

A quorum isn’t always met. In my experience, it’s not unusual for meetings to be called and not enough people show up. The 

members present may discuss general topics, including those on the agenda, but should not vote on any decision which may affect 

funds or anything that will commit others to group actions after the meeting. 

There’s so much more to discuss, so I’m hoping to cover them in subsequent editions of the newsletter. You might be wondering how 

to learn more about Robert’s Rules. There are a few ways you can learn more: 

If you are particularly self-directed, you can buy the book and try to learn on your own, though it isn’t always the most riveting read. 

You can go online and watch some videos, many of which are good but they don’t always go super in-depth. What I found most 

beneficial for me was to join the National Association of Parliamentarians. You have to pass a test in order to join, and after you 

become a member, you can participate in study classes with chapters called Units. I joined Omega Alpha Kappa (OAK) and went to 

monthly meetings. We would have conversations on RON and also give classes to other Units as part of our training. There are Units 

throughout all of the US, and most likely you can find one close to you. The benefits of joining besides the classes is the networking 

you get from meeting different people. These associations with Registered and Certified Parliamentarians have been very helpful and 

I have availed myself of their experience and knowledge. Your dues also include a monthly newsletter, which is a terrific source of 

knowledge mailed directly to your home. By the way, April is National Parliamentarian Month, check out their website today. Please 

check them out and let’s talk again in our next edition of El Puente. 

Steve Fajardo is a Lifetime Member who has held numerous positions within the NLPOA, including Parliamentarian for the State 

Board of California and the National Board. 


